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UNDER THE
INFLUENCE

Former meth addict tells tale
of drug addiction, ID theft

Editars mote: Over the past hwo
weeks, The Eaet County Califormian
has presented stortes dealing with the
rising problem of meth-related identine
thigh. The fellowing accouns i a for-
mer meth addier’s stoe

By Andrew Peterson
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There was a time when his life was-
o't that bagl, He was in the military. He
had a job. He paid his bills. He had
things going for kim,

He was close io his Gamily, which is
normally a good thing. But soeme of
them used methamphetamine or meth
= “all the time, just o enjoy life” - i
how be puts it now, He calls himself
“Ken,” an alias for the punposes of this
ierview.

The day came when one of his kin
imkrochaced him o meth and he tred it
He liked . A lol.

*“Tt wns an erolic ush,” be remem-
bers.

His life was imevocably changed -
seermngly for the besier, at firs, but
cvenmually, overwhelmimgly for the
wOTE,

“Ag time went om it became pro-
gressively worse,” he says. “1 go
kicked cat of the military, 1 lost my
joh, and 1umed o oa life of ciime after
that.”

For three years he supponed his
habal throwgh burglary, prostimcon,
and selling drugs. By then he'd fallen
in with people who Ananced their
meth habits with 1D thefi. He didn't
take to it right away. But he saw how
they Lived.

"They had a lot of different mer-
clothes and druge, and people were
calling them placing orders for sierens

and TVWs and stuft like that .. I was
fascinaied by tha "

JAnd yet the first tme he siole an 1D,
be hadn't planned 1o, All be'd wansed
wis a car stereo. Bul once be broke
inte: the car, he found a bricfoase.
Inside 3t he found treasure: ravelers

_checks, check hocks, credis cards — a

“spread” in meth world argot.’ T
opened the hriefease and | didn't |cane]
aboul ihe ﬂlhmh'lymne."

He ook the documents io some
people he knew,

“They were able to take his picoare
ot of the IT and pat my pictune on i,
ancl make it Jook just like it was mine.™

Flush with cash. he went on a spres.
He wrote checks, cashed the raveler’s
checks at a casino and gambled,
bought clothes and jewedry, even -
el cars. Tdentity  thieves,
whether on meth or nod, must spend a
victim's ey fast, or “burn it out”
Accounts usually last no more than a
cuaple weeks,

“We would go and get maybe
S6,000 or 37000 worth of merchan-
dize o a weskeend | afier we bumed
it omt .. we would pet id of iL”

Ken dicln 't feel lear

“Tast the thrill of being able w do i
and get away with it makes ix all
warhbwhile,” he said.

He did 32 much ac he could 1o
“become the person”™ whose 1D he'd

“T leamed as eoch as [ oould shout
that persom, their date of birth and
thes you have the persomal informa-
ticn that T can get my hands on, just in
case ['m opprehended, and I'm asked
eertain guestions.”

He hed the advantage of having
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farmly members who worked o the
DbV, They helped him leam things
like a victim's mother's maiden name

“T'd come acroes 2 enmplete apeead
ome naghl and there wore checks, cred-
it canki, 11, keys io this guy's house
and everything.” be recalls. He took it
all and wea on his way 1o another
crime whes he was aresied,

“1 had ik puy’s dentification and
everythiing on me. They mmested me 2
him. Even though I told them that &
wasm'i me. they still arrested me as
hirn. | did six months in jail as him."

Wh he wis released he went 1o
the peobation department and the
stolen documents were retamed o
hirn.

“1 ook that swff, went stralght o
somebody else, and said ‘Hese. T don't
want 10 o this amymose.' That was the
tarming point for me, And then | never
reported hack 1o the probution depart-

Sinwe them b his imnavied, balpe] rise
vy chilihrens § 1<k and 17, melapeed, sopa-
il ael jrined Marciics Anomanons
Hes chill iy st wlh i wede.

“T'm workiin® the stepa,” he sl =1
2001 SR i el SuppaT group ...
I'm brying to be a hetter person. ™



