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Crimimals and law enforcers have
always been locked in a siraggle of
one-upmanship, with erfiminals esu-
ally enjoying the radition advaniage
of having the initiative

Mowhere is this more true than in
the metkamphe tamine-foeled wnder-
wirld that encompasses the depth
and  breadth  of  San  Diego.

Fortunately for law abkling San
Diggans, Damon Mosker, whi rurd
the county distrct atlormey’s nar-
colics unit. s a quick sudy.

“I've been dolng drug cases for
qaite 3 few years,” Mosler said,
“We're always looking al irying 1o
keep penple aware of what's gomy
uh inoour county .. and we atl intu-
Mwvely Felt chag there was a link
between fravdalent [[D) crime and
imcth. Bul il wasn"t usiil we decided
that wie wonld boak inoo it nsore sen-
ously, which was in June of last
year, amil [ stared talking o law
enforcememl and did a kot of peer
wuork surveys, and [ was amared at
the response | gea ... almoss all the
narcotics officers said yes, in every
narcolics case they hod they saw
some form of identity or Fraudulent
paper crimes,”

Private financial dats (8 cumency
for meth users, Cops on o REcolcs
ratd are as likely io find document
caches today as they arc drug
caghes.

“The ameant of Fraudubent docu-
ments is 50 voleminous that [police]
have no choice but o lollow
through and do the investigation os
hat,” Mosler said. "If you walk imo
a room with 50 pieces of mail, that's
30 people you have io conlact.”™

The criminal profile for meih-
driven 1D theft waries widely, At one
eml of the contimuum e addicts Fv-
ing hand-to-mouth.

“A lol af mes they re staying al
cheap molels ar siaying at apan-
mems where there's muliiple peo-
ple.” Muosler said. “And they're

slealing jost o exist.”

More successfal practitioners
live, scconding to Mosler, “in nice
houses, drive nice cars .. if you
have same beans snd yom haven't
Fried “em on diugs you can do prel-
ty well with this busiress,”

Woukl-be victims, nich of poor,
musl guard againsl both types of
eriminal. If you live in a house, Bt
a Wckatds mailboa.
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YA lot of times [metl
addicts are[ staying at
cheap motels or
staying at apartiments
where there’s inultiple

people. And they're
stealing just to exist.”

= Damoa Maslar
Far Mingo Cownfy tVstricr
atfarney’s narcodice umr
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“IF you live in 3 big [apartment)
comiplex. el a PO box if you can.”
Muosler urped. “Because that's mwch
safer than those big banks of mail-
boxes,"

As for the mose affluent, Mosler
can see their condos From his down.
town office: “I'm sure they Bave
mailboxes that can  he rifled
through. anel they have a drop area
where people leave their mail 1o be
picked up ... Anybody can walk in
andl grab that,”

The amwounts of money that can
b made are an irresistible lure, he
s,

“I have ome case where this guy's
been living this way for several
years, and managed tw live o
mi-}“ ]ifzsﬂ].ll: for several
years off his ldentify thefl activity,”
Maosler said. "He kept stealing amd
Te kept moving on, Yoo get ene 1D,
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yon e il fof a couple weeks, you
go 1o the next cne, go 1o the next
e, you Open occounis, you steal
checks, you dummy them up apsl
pass them.” _

Rusinesses working with lnw
enforcement play a crecial role
Muosber defended the practice af
moving drogs like Sudafed behisd
pharmacy counlers.

“n shows poople down,” e empha-
sized. I makes it mon: eapensive 1o
actually do it ... somebody cam be
racked down a linle essier, if they
stan 1o be invesikgaed.”

He praisesd retailers like Target for
their surveillinee programs.

“Yeni see thiee people come in from

the same: car, walk in and buy |:l||!§
anl beave, what do yoe think they’re
doing? There's a meckname for it
called SMRFing = they'me gathening
up ali these pills 10 make metham-
phetamine.”

Peihaps the most intriguing meth-
1D ibelt development Mosler has
seen s ome in which theeves usc
meth sales an sameihing akin bo a
booster rocket, which is ultimately
jemiganed once the more profitsble
realms of pare [0 fraud are reached.

“Some of the bigher-level deal-
ers have gonen out of dealing, amd
gotlen inno just taking paper.” he
said. “And buying paper from peo-
ple ... buying ideniify information.
And then gemerating compaler
Fraud and identify framd on conmpu-
ere.”
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